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that the minister gave little heed to their sufferings
and they were probably right in this opinion.    The
Cardinal sat in his great palace, so they declared
surrounded by splendour for which they had paid
planning campaigns  and  plotting the ruin of his
enemies, with little thought of those upon whom
fell the burden of war and taxation, and who gained
from it neither benefit nor glory.

Richelieu was hated by his contemporaries of high
and low estate, but a man's character may be un-
amiable and his policy costly, and still the results of
his career may advance the interests of the country
whose servant he is. Such would have been his
reply if anyone had had the temerity to say to his
face that in their hatred of him peer and peasant
were on terms of perfect equality.

The character of the minister was complex be-
yond the ordinary measure of human nature. His
enemies denounced the false priest who betrayed
the interests of the Church, who was lax in the
observances of its practices, and disregarded the
morality it taught; they reviled the cruel minister
who packed courts in order to condemn his enemies,
.and sent to the block gallant officers and high-
minded noblemen; who drove his benefactress into
exile and made the King his puppet; who accumu-
lated enormous wealth, while the peasant starved in
his hovel; who, in all questions of Church and State,
considered only the preservation of his power and
the satisfaction of his ambition.

On the other hand, his admirers pointed to the
great  achievements   of  his   career:   disorder   wase of
